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surrounding country, and did all he could to stop the
supplies to the city, fearing that it would resist till the
Almoravides surprised him. The siege lasted twenty
months causing much distress to the Valencians many
of whom dying of hunger, and they became like
phantoms. The notables of the city now met and
forced Ibn Jahhaf to sue the Cid for peace; he agreed
but left the negotiation to them. A deputation went
to negotiate with the Cid, and they agreed that
the Valencians should send envoys to the king of
Saragossa and to Ibn Ayisha, commander of the
Almoravides, asking them to come to the assistance
of Valencia in fifteen days. If, in this interval, no one
came -to succour the city would capitulate on the
following conditions. Ibn Jahhaf to continue to be
governor of the city and his person, family and pro-
perty ensured, the lives and the property of the in-
habitants to be also ensured, a representative of the
Cid to superintend collecting of taxes, the city to be
occupied by a garrison of Mozarabes (Christians living
under Muslim rule) the Cid and his army to encamp
in Kabula, and the laws and usages of the city to
remain unchanged. An armistice was then concluded
and envoys were sent to seek succour. But no one
came after fifteen days, and on the following day Ibn
Jahhaf with Muslim and Christian notables signed an
agreement to deliver up the city on the above con-
ditions. At noon of that day (June 15,1095,488 A.H.)
Valencia opened its doors to the Cid El Campeador
and his Castillian troops,3 and they entered it and
occupied its towers contrary to the conditions of the
treaty. The Cid summoned the nobles of the city
and delivered a speech to them in which he promised
to conduct the affairs of the city with justice, to lend
an ear to the complaints made by the inhabitants, to
protect them, to restore rights to their owners, and
other enticing promises. Yet the Christians occupied
most of the houses and environs of the city, and no